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Below, the applicant's comments are 
forth in small bold type. 
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storage on an on-chip cache unit (DCU), therefore, as DCU's, butter 132 may 
store data corresponding to locations in main memory (See Column 1, lines 25- 
38 and Column 7, lines 30-32). Glew et aL docs not teach buffer 132 being part 
of a coherency protocol Handy teaches cache coherency which prevents stale 
data from being confused with current data (page 124), It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
integrate the cache coherency of Handy to the buffer of Glew et aL since this 
buffer behaves much like a cache and adding sndi protocol would prevent the 
confusion between good and useless data. It is understood that in integrating a 
cache coherency protocol to the invention of Glew et aL, small delays in between 
data evictions must be added; adding such delays would be a tradeoff to be paid 
for the ability to differentiate between stale and current data. Additionally, 
although the write transaction of Glew et al, are not initiated directly by a 
input/output device, these transactions, which are initiated by a 
microprocessor, could be initiated indirectly, through the microprocessor, by 
the Input/output device 125 (Figure 3). 

Claims 13, 15, and 18 are patentable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. 

Claim 22 recites "initiating write transactions by an input/output device to 
write data.'* The examiner acknowledges that Glew does not disclose initiating write 
transactions by an input/output device 0 but contends that write transactions could fr? 
initiated indirectly, through the microprocessor, by the input/output device 125. The 
examiner's speculation, even if true, that Glew's write transactions could be initiated 
indirectly is insufficient to establish that doing so would have been obvious from 
Glew. In this regard, the applicant notes the portion of the applicant's background that 
states: "Data caching is typically not done when input/output (I/O) devices write data 
to main memory because it is unlikely that another transaction will involve the same 
address as the data previously written by I/O devices. Therefore, a computer chipset 
that manages data transfers to and from I/O devices typically forwards the write data 
directly to main memory without caching the data.** (page 2, lines 4-7) 

The applicant respectfully requests the examiner to support his assertion by 
indicating which passages in Glew would have made obvious the portions of the 
applicant's claim that recite: "initiating write transactions by an input/output device to 
write data [and] writing the data into a cache memory." 



The remaining dependent claims are patentable for at least the same reasons 
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as the claims on which they depend. 

The fact that the applicant has given replies to certain arguments of the 
examiner does not mean that the applicant concedes any other arguments of the 
examiner. The fact that the applicant has argued for the patentability of certain 
claims, does not mean that there are not other good reasons for the patentability of 
those claims, or other claims. 

Please apply any charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050, referencing attorney 



Fish & Richardson P.C- 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 02110-2804 
Telephone: (617) 542-5070 
Facsimile: (617)542-8906 

* See attached document certifying that Rex Huang has limited recognition to practice before the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office under 37 CFR § 10.9(b). 



docket 10559-639001. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Rex Huang* for 
David L, Feigenb; 
Reg. No, 30,378 
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LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10.9(b) 



Rex Huang is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of the Fish 
& Richardson P>C. law firm to prepate and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of the Fish & Richardson P.C law firm, and the attorney or agent of record in 
the appli cations is a registered practitioner who is a member of the Fish & Richardson P.C. law firm. 
This limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the 
following events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) Rex Huang ceases to lawfully 
reside in the United States, (ii) Rex Huang's employment with the Fish & Richardson P,C law firm 
ceases or is terminated, or (iii) Rex Huang ceases to remain or reside in the United States on an H 1 B 
visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 



Expires: May 16, 2004 




Harry LM6atz 
Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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